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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word "form" 
on the last line of claim 13 should be changed to "from". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4, 8, 10-12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Thompson et al. U.S. Patent 6,477,424. 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 8, 10 and 15, Thompson et al. teaches a connection 
assembly (Figure 3, unit 1 5) detachably connected to a main body of a medical 
apparatus (Figure 3, unit 12) for use in diagnosis and treatment, wherein said 
connection assembly has a communication means for sending and receiving (See figure 
3, the arrows indicate sending and receiving) the information on said connection body to 
and from said medical apparatus. 
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Regarding claim 2, Thompson et al. also teaches serial/parallel communication 
(column 12, lines 55-66). 

Regarding claim 3, the communication means disclosed by Thompson et al. 
also has a storage means for memorizing and storing the information on said 
connection assembly (column 12, lines 55-66). 

Regarding claim 4, Thompson et al. also teaches a microcomputer element for 
used as said communication means (Figure 3, unit 128). 

Regarding claim 11, Thompson et al. also teaches a driving circuit 
corresponding to the connected connection assembly. 

Regarding claim 12, Thompson et al. also teaches setting a display mode of 
display means (Figure 7, unit 291). 

Regarding claim 14, Thompson et al. also teaches a communication integration 
element as a communication means for said connection assembly to be connected 
(Figure 3, unit 130). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 5, 6, 9, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thompson et al. U.S. Patent 6,477,424. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 13 and 16, Thompson et al. teaches the connection 
assembly as set forth in claim 1 . Even though, Thompson et al. does not specifically 
mention said information is an identification information for identifying said connection 
assembly, however, Thompson et al. does teach an information management system 
(unit 13), which can be configured for acceptance of one or more plug-in modules 
(column 6, lines 18-23), which implies that said plug-in modules (or connection 
assembly) have to have some sort of ID(s) in order to identify itself with said 
management system. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide said connection assembly with an identification, as explained above. 

Regarding claim 9, Thompson et al. teaches a charging battery in the medical 
information management system, NOT in the connection assembly. However, one 
skilled in the art would recognize that such connection assembly would need to be 
powered up somehow, if not from outlet then from battery power. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide a charging battery to the 
connection assembly disclosed by Thompson et al. in order to power up said connection 
assembly. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3069. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571) 272-3068. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hung Q. Dang 
11/29/2005 



H.D. 
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